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Nonprofit Technology Resources

1524 Brandywine Street

Philadelphia, PA 19130

215-564-6686   (fax) 215-564-6642
http://www.ntronline.org

Dear Community Partner,

I am writing to ask whether you would like to collaborate with Nonprofit Technology Resources to solicit funding for the purpose of providing school students with free Internet-ready computers and free Internet dial-up service.

The most effective way for you to support your students would be to write your own funding requests, and we would be happy to provide you with supporting documentation.

NTR does some fundraising for the benefit of partner organizations that lack the capacity to do their own. These requests name several potential partner organizations, and are accompanied by letters of support from each.

If you would like us to name your organization in our proposals, we ask that you provide us with a letter of support. Please describe the expected impact of a gift of free computers – that is, state what teachers will be able to do differently once they are assured that each of their students has a computer at home.

I also ask that you complete and return the enclosed Partners Data Sheet to provide us with more information about your facilities and programs. Please feel free to skip questions or answer "not applicable." We would also be happy to receive any additional literature you would like to send. The more we know about your facilities and programs, the better equipped we will be to serve you.

If we obtain funding, we will ask you to designate ten or more eligible students. In most cases, it takes several months – sometimes a year – to obtain funding. If you prefer to submit your own proposals, we would be happy to provide you with a support letter and other enclosures.

NTR is a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to making technology accessible to low-income people in the Philadelphia area. We are the leading local affiliate of the nationwide Community Technology Centers Network <http://www.ctcnet.org>.

For the past five years we have been raising funding from local foundations and corporations to support Free Computer projects within our Learning Through Technology (LTT) program. Most requests are to equip children from low-income homes with Internet-ready computers – each equipped with a modem, sound card and CD-ROM. Currently, each student also receives free, unlimited Internet dial-up access, provided by Philadelphia FIGHT's Critical Path Project.

Unique in the Philadelphia area, the LTT program provides an opportunity for computer ownership via partnerships we have with other nonprofit organizations throughout the area. Last year nearly 200 families benefited from LTT free computer projects. But NTR does much more than helping people to get computers. NTR's internship program for aspiring computer technicians has become an important element in training programs of local high schools and technical schools, providing a place where students can gain practical experience working on computer hardware. 

NTR works closely with many local groups, training staff members, sharing computer hardware, and installing community technology centers. One of NTR's most active partners is Gear Up for Robotics, a program offered by the School District of Philadelphia to middle school children through private funding, helping them develop teamwork, problem solving, and mechanical skills. In the past three years, over 300 Gear-Up participants have received free computers through funding obtained by NTR.

NTR provides each student with an Internet-ready computer, mouse, keyboard, monitor, 56K modem, sound card, CD-ROM, system software, and an assortment of Windows- and DOS-based educational and entertainment software, including an Internet web browser and a complete office suite that includes word processing, database and spreadsheet applications. Students and parents are taught to disassemble, reassemble, and set up the computer.

If you would like us to include your organization in our fundraising efforts, please mail me a brief letter that we can share with prospective funders. Your letter should be addressed to me, Stanley R. Pokras, Executive Director. It should indicate that you are willing to designate students to participate, and specify the grade or age levels of the students you expect to serve.

If you wish, feel free to include additional information that might support our request on your students' behalf. You might wish to describe unique aspects of your educational programs or the population you serve. It is not necessary to detail the ethnic background or gender of your eligible students, but you are welcome to do so. For example, if many of the students are immigrants, or female, it might be helpful to know their background in order to target a funder with a particular interest in that area.

I'm enclosing samples of support letters in case you'd like to review what others have written. Please understand that there is no need for your letter to be as long and detailed as these samples.

We would also welcome the opportunity to talk with you about other services NTR can offer to your students and your community:

· low-cost computer sales to individuals and community groups (includes introductory workshop)

· computer labs for technology centers

· service-learning opportunities for students of computer technology

Thank you for your time. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Or contact our fundraising specialist, Dave Butler <dave@ntronline.org>. You may reach either of us by phone at 215‑564‑6686.

Sincerely yours,

Stanley R. Pokras <pokras@ntronline.org>, Executive Director

SRP/dmb

Enclosures:

· Partners Data Sheet

· Annual Report

· Learning Through Technology Program Report

· Electronic Kit Building Program Description

· Electronic Kit Building Pilot Project Report

· Sample letters of support

· Hardware Price List

· Computer Lab Flier

· Computer Thrift Store Flier

· News Clipping: NTR's Electronic Kit Building Program, The Neighborhood Leader, May 22, 2004

· News Clipping: Philadelphia Daily News Article of July 14, 2003 re Robotics program

· News Clipping: Philadelphia New Observer, August 20, 2003

Information Technology Support and Training for Nonprofit Organizations in the Philadelphia Region

The official registration and financial information of Nonprofit Technology Resources may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.


