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215-564-6686   (fax) 215-564-6642
http://www.ntronline.org

NTR Mission and Goals

NTR serves low-income people in Philadelphia by recycling used computers, providing hands-on training, and helping community-based service organizations to use computers in their work.

The mission statement reads, "NTR is committed to helping the Philadelphia region's nonprofit organizations, and the people they serve, take advantage of information technology."

A.
Goal: Build a solid program in support of the successful socioeconomic development in low-income communities of the Philadelphia region by providing computer tools and knowledge.

B.
Goal: Strengthen NTR's infrastructure and build its capacity to fulfill its Mission. (More about this goal can be found in our Strategic Plan, available on request.)

NTR History
Nonprofit Technology Resources, Inc. was incorporated in 1974 to provide community organizations access, training and technical support in the use of portable video equipment. By 1980 the computer revolution began to generate a need among community organizations for these same services.

In 1988 we were awarded a contract by the Management Assistance Committee (MAC) of the United Way to study the computerization needs of local nonprofit organizations. Our 150 page report Technology and Computer Assistance for Nonprofit Organizations in the Delaware Valley compared the services offered by a dozen technology service providers around the country to the needs expressed by local organizations. It set out a plan for the creation of a "technology coordinating agency" here in Philadelphia which would efficiently channel technology training and support services to nonprofit groups. The report was completed in June of 1989.

Our computer training program was started in collaboration with the Delaware Valley Council of Agencies in 1991. Since then, over 1200 staff from over 400 local nonprofit organizations have obtained computer training.

In 1996 we were given space at 1600 Arch Street by Mayor Rendell to provide our training services and to begin our hardware-recycling project. Since 1996, NTR has placed over 5,000 refurbished computers with community organizations and low-income people in the Philadelphia area.

In 1997 we became a VISTA project with three full time VISTA Volunteers working to collect, refurbish and place used computers into low income communities.

In 1998 our "Community-based Organization Technology" program (CBO Tech) received a $54,000 grant from the Employment and Community Conservation Program of the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development. This project provided refurbished computers and training for 32 staff from 8 organizations serving low income Philadelphians.

In 1999 our Learning Through Technology program began providing computers and hardware training to low-income children and families.

Each year, with the help of over 100 volunteers, NTR distributes about 1000 refurbished computers to low-income people in the Philadelphia area. About 30% of NTR's computers and training sessions are delivered at no cost to low-income children, thanks to foundation support. The remaining services are delivered at low cost to community organizations, and to working people of lower income levels.
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The official registration and financial information of Nonprofit Technology Resources may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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